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he goal of the alligator research project is to better understand the
alligators in the Okefenokee Swamp, so we can better manage and
preserve this ecologically important species. Our research Is
Interdisciplinary and focuses on three areas:
1) Movement and Behavior; 2) Health; 3) Relatedness.

We use satellite tags and game cameras to study movement and
behavior. We take measurements of every alligator captured to collect
data on the health of individual alligators and the whole population.
We collect tissue samples that we extract DNA from in order to create

a family tree of alligators in the Swamp.



Tail notch codes begin with the letter A where the single
row of scutes begins.
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The purple tag is placed in scute A. Scutes BIK are
notched In this photo.
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A total of 10 alligators have been satellite-tagged here at the
eastern entrance to the Okefenokee Swamp. There have been
9 males fitted with a satellite tag and 1 female fitted with a
satellite tag. The largest individual was 10°1” 1n length and the
smallest individual was 8°1”’. Due to the size of the satellite
tags the animal must be a minimum of 8’ long to carry a
satellite tag. The satellite tag Is attached to and sits between
the nuchal shields on the neck of the alligator. A total of 21
alligators have been fitted with a satellite tag across the whole
Okefenokee Swamp!
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Name: BDE

Sex: Male

Stage of Life: Adult

Length: 2.75m / 9ft Oin
Estimated Weight: 86kg / 190lbs
Tail Tag: Purple 152

Tail Notches: BDE

Tagged Date: Sat Tag
07/18/2020

Tag Status: Removed 7/30/2021
Tagged Location: Boat Basin

Fun Fact! BDE was the first
alligator from this entrance
to be fitted with a satellite

tag!
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Name: BDL

Sex: Male

Stage of Life: Adult

Length: 2.83m / 9ft 4in
Estimated Weight: 98kg /
2151bs

Tail Tag: Purple 156

Tail Notches: BDL

Tagged Date: Sat Tag
04/8/2021

Tag Status: Removed 4/7/2022
Tagged Location: Main Canal

Many alligators travel to the
boat basin in the spring when
there are lots of fishermen out.
Alligators have incredible
learned behavior and know
that If someone catches a fish,
it’s a potentially easy meal
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When BEI was first captured, he
has a small hole in his nasal
passage that prevented him from
submerging for extended periods

Name: BEI
Sex: Male
Stage of Life: Adult

Ler!gth: 2-56m_ / 81t 5In of time. When his tag was
ES'_[lmated Weight: 73kg / 16010S  amoved it was discovered that
Tail Tag: Blue 94 the hole had healed!

Tail Notches: BEI

Tagged Date: Sat Tag 10/10/2020
Tag Status: Removed 11/9/2021
Tagged Location: Chesser Prairie
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Name: BEN Fun Fact! BEN’s territory

Sex: Male overlaps with two other
Stage of Life: Adult alligators in the study, BKL
Length: 2.97m / 9ft 9in and BEI.
Estimated Weight: 118kg /

2601bs

Tail Tag: Purple 162

Tail Notches: BEN

Tagged Date: Sat Tag 11/10/2021
Tag Status: Active

Tagged Location: Chesser
Prairie
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Name: BIN

Sex: Male

Stage of Life: Adult
Length: 2.98m / 9ft 9in
Estimated Weight: 113kg /
2501Dbs

Tail Tag: Blue 204

Tail Notches: BIN

Tagged Date: 8/9/2021
Tag Status: Removed 9/23/2022
Tagged Location: 3-Mile
Marker

Fun Fact! Much like sharks'
alligators are constantly
replacing their teeth and can go
through 3,000 teeth in their
lifetime.
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Name: BIP

Sex: Male

Stage of Life: Adult
ength: 2.46m / 8ft 1in
Estimated Weight: 45kg/
100lbs

Tail Tag: Red 126

Tail Notches: BIP

Tagged Date: Sat Tag
08/04/2022

Tag Status: Active
Tagged Location: Tater Rake

Fun Fact! BIP is the smallest male to be
fitted with a satellite tag. While he is
most likely sexually mature, he Is
probably not contributing to the
population yet as he is not big enough to
compete for territory and
females.
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Name: BKL BKL is an old alligator and has been

Sex: Male seen in this area for many years. When
Stage of Life: Adult his tag was removed, he was very
Length: 2.97m / 9ft 10in skinny, and we think he may be

nearing the end of his life. Alligators
commonlv live 60 70 years!

Estimated Weight: 118kg /
2601bs

Tail Tag: Red 140

Tail Notches: BKL

Tagged Date: Sat Tag 11/8/2021
Tag Status: Removed 10/27/2022
Tagged Location: Chesser Prairie
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Name: BMO

Sex: Male

Stage of Life: Adult
Length: 3.05m / 10ft OIn
Estimated Weight: 118kg /
260Ibs

Tail Tag: Orange 42

Tail Notches: BMO
Tagged Date: Sat Tag
04/07/2022

Tag Status: Active

Tagged Location: Tater Rake

Fun Fact! While you can’t tell
exactly how old an alligator is,
you can get a sense of if it is old
or young based on how worn the
osteoderms or scutes on Its back
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Name: BOP

Sex: Male

Stage of Life: Adult

Length: 3.07m / 10ft 1in
Estimated Weight: 127kg /
280Ibs

Tail Tag: Red 148

Tail Notches: BOP

Tagged Date: Sat Tag 07/22/2022
Tag Status: Active

Tagged Location: Swamp Island
Drive

Despite being a large male BOP
seems to keep to smaller bodies of
water and stays near the edge of the
swamp. He can commonly be found
In roadside ditches, canals, and
small ponds.
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Name: BJN BJN is the first and only female

Sex: Female to be fitted with a satellite tag at
Stage of Life: Adult this entrance. Females here seem
ength: 2.47m / 8ft 1in to be smaller than at other

Estimated Weight: 45kg /100]|bg entrances making it difficult for
Tail Tag: Red 181 researchers to attach sat tags.
Tall Notches: BJN

Tagged Date: Sat Tag
12/08/2022

Tag Status: Active

Tagged Location: Swamp Island
Drive




For more information on the Alligator Project
visit OkeSwamp.org or use the QR code below
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If you have any questions, please email Mark
Hoog at Mark.Hoog@uga.edu
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