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The goal of the alligator research project Is to better understand
the alligators in the Okefenokee Swamp, so we can better manage
and preserve this ecologically important species. Our research IS
Interdisciplinary and focuses on three areas:

1) Movement and Behavior; 2) Health; 3) Relatedness.

We use satellite tags and game cameras to study movement and
behavior. We take measurements of every alligator captured to
collect data on the health of individual alligators and the whole
population. We collect tissue samples that we extract DNA from
In order to create a family tree of alligators in the Swamp.



Tail notches begin with the letter A where the
single row of scutes begins.



The purple tag is placed in scute A. Scutes BIK are
notched in this photo.
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A total of 10 alligators have been satellite-tagged here at the
Okefenokee Swamp Park. There have been
with a satellite tag and 5 females fitted with

The largest individual was 11ft 5in in length and the
was 8ft 2in. Due to the size of the

smallest individual

satellite tags the animal must be a minimu

carry a satellite tag. T
between the nuchal s

ne satellite tag Is attac

nields on the neck of t

5 males fitted
a satellite tag.

m of 8ft long to

ned to and sits

ne alligator. A

total of 21 alligators have been fitted with a satellite tag
across the whole Okefenokee Swamp!
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Name: Audrey Laine

Sex: Female

Stage of Life:Adult

ength: 2.65m / 8ft 8in
Estimated Weight: 77kg /
170lbs

Tail Tag: Orange, #33

Tail Notches: AL

Tagged Date: 6/22/2018

Tag Status: Removed 4/13/2019
Tagged Location: Skull Lake

Audrey Laine used to have a
tendency to come to boats when
called. This trait may seem
endearing, but it is actually classic
begging behavior, the result of
being fed by humans in the past.
Audrey Laine is a great example of
this learned behavior and can be

dangers of
feeding wildlife
both for humans
and alligators!
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Name: Cypress

Sex: Female

Stage of Life:Adult

Length: 2.5m / 8ft 2In
Estimated Weight: 64kg / 140lbs
Tail Tag: Purple, 169

Tail Notches: C

Tagged Date: 7/29/2018
Tag Status: Tag fell off
approximately 05/24/2019
Tagged Location: Grumpy'’s
Turnaround

Cypress was named after
the two species of cypress
trees that can be found In
the swamp, bald and pond.

Fun Fact! Cypress had 7-8
juveniles with her in 2017.
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Doc was named after Dr. Wilbur
Hafford, the founder of the
Okefenokee Swamp Park and the
first general manager.

Name: Doc

Sex: Male

Stage of Life: Adult — Deceased
Length: 3.35m / 11ft Oin
Estimated Weight: 170kg / Fun Fact! Doc had the largest skull
37_5|bS of any alligator in the satellite tag
Tail Tag: Red 24

Tail Notches: AHJ

Tagged Date: Sat Tag 04/18/2021
Tag Status: Recovered 1/26/2023
Tagged Location: Mud Lake
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Name: Johnny Hickox

Sex: Male

Stage of Life: Adult

Length: 2.7m / 8ft 10in
Estimated Weight: 84kg / 185lbs
Tail Tag: Yellow, 70

Tail Notches: DF

Tagged Date: Sat Tag 06/07/2019
Tag Status: Removed 06/25/2020
Tagged Location: Parking Lot

This alligator was named after Johnny
Hickox a boat guide and director of
maintenance at the Okefenokee
Swamp Park for over 30 years. He had
a passion for the swamp and was also
known as the official chef of swamp
cuisine.

Fun Fact! Johnny o
has the largest home gz W/
range of any

covering more
than 105 acres!
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Name: Kitty Kitty was named after Katherine Crews
Sex: Female Lloyd, a well-known woman of the early

Stage of Life: Adult 1900’s who went _by Kitty. MISS-KItty
grew up and previously resided in the

Length: 2.72m / 8ft 11in SRt gicte EvE o
Estimated Weight: 84kg / 185lbs

Tail Tag: Orange, 30 Fun Fact! Kitty has the largest home
Tail Notches: EFG range of any female alligator in the
Tagged Date: Sat Tag study!
07/17/2019

Tag Status: Active (Needs

removed)

Tagged Location: Boat Dock
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Name: Laura Walker

Sex: Female

Stage of Life: Adult

Length: 2.85m / 9ft 4in
Estimated Weight: 100kg /
2201bs

Tail Tag: Purple 165

Tail Notches: AFG

Tagged Date: Sat Tag 06/24/2020
Tag Status: Active

Tagged Location: Pioneer Island

Laura was named for Laura S Walker: a
writer, teacher, public speaker, and
conservationist. Laura Walker outlined a
comprehensive program of forestry
activity, including creating forest parks.
She led roadside beautification projects,
sought to create forestry legislation, and
worked to establish civic organlzatlon
forestry plans. ;

largest female we have XL
captured in the swamp! k
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Name: Obadiah Barber

Sex: Male

Stage of Life: Adult

Length: 3.37m / 11ft 1lin
Estimated Weight: 170kg /
3751bs

Tail Tag: Yellow, 66

Tail Notches: ACH

Tagged Date: Sat Tag 10/8/2020
Tag Status: Removed 9/24/2022
Tagged Location: Alligator
Enclosure

Obadiah was named after Obadiah
Barber, a man who set up a homestead In
the swamp back in 1870. The homestead
IS located at the northern edge of the
swamp In ware county Georgia and has
peen added to the National Register of
Historic places. Aside from building a
nomestead, Obadiah was a great
explorer of the ~ [m]&
swamp and earned ¥ ig
himself the o
name “King of the
Swamp.”
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This alligator was named after Dick

Name: Okefenokee Joe Flood (aka Okefenokee Joe) a singer,
Sex: Male songwriter, entertainer, and
Stage of Life: Adult — Deceased environmentalist. He lived in the swamp
Length: 3.47m / 11ft 5in for years and studied the animals that

- - . lived there, teaching all who would
Es’_umate_d Welght' 186kg / 4101b listen about the beauty and importance
Tail Tag: Blue 100 L _—
Tail Notches: CN Fun Fact!

Tagged Date: Sat Tag 06/29/2020 okefenokee Joe t:r
Tag Status: Recovered 8/31/2021 was the largest

Tagged Location: Parking Lot a“igatorinthe
study.
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Name: Rambo

Sex: Male

Stage of Life: Adult
Length: 3.10m / 10ft 2In
Estimated Weight: 136kg /
300Ibs

Tail Tag: Orange 48

Tail Notches: AKL
Tagged Date: Sat Tag
09/04/2021

Tag Status: Active

Tagged Location: Train Lake

Rambo only recently turned up at the
Swamp Park, and we believe that Is
because of the death of Okefenokee Joe.
When an alligator vacates a territory,
another alligator will move in and claim
the territory. Since we don’t believe that
we had seen Rambo while Okefenokee

felt comfortable
expanding his range
In the absence of
Okefenokee Joe.
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Name: Sally

Sex: Female

Stage of Life: Adult

Length: 2.69 meters / 8ft 9in
Estimated Weight: 82kg /
180lbs

Tail Tag: Purple, 175

Tail Notches: AJ

Tagged Date: 8/16/2018

Tag Status: Removed 5/9/2020
Tagged Location: Boardwalk
Gazebo

Sally is the dominant female of the
Swamp Park and is a very good
mother to her young. Sally has two
distinguished nesting sites that she
historically uses — one being along
the train tracks, the other being
along the boardwalk. Sally nested
In 2021 and she had 25 babies.

S




For more Iinformation on the Alligator Project
visit OkeSwamp.org or use the QR code below
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If you have any questions, please email Mark
Hoog at Mark.Hoog@uga.edu
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